
Other fluorinated gases: what are they used for and why included in the rule? 
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EPA relied on the work of the IPCC when selecting which GHGs to report. The 2006 IPCC 
Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories include several fluorinated gases because 
they are long-lived in the atmosphere and have high Global Warming Potential (GWP). All of 
the gases in EPA’s Proposed Rule definition of fluorinated greenhouse gases are included in the 
IPCC Methodology Report, except hydrofluoropolyether. These gases are used as aesthetics, as 
heat transfer fluids, and in the electronics industry, e.g., Fluorinert is an electronics coolant liquid 
produced by 3M. Other examples include nitrogen trifluoride (NF3) and hydrofluorinated ethers 
(HFEs). The GWP of NF3 is 17,200 and HFEs range from 11 to 14,900 GWP. In addition, 
California began regulating emissions of sulfur hexafluoride and other fluorinated gases in 
February 2009. 
 


